
We are thrilled to be hosting the 46th annual CRLA conference in Boston on November 6-9, 2013. This is the first 
time that a CRLA conference has ever been held in the Northeast! With 114 colleges and universities in 
Massachusetts and 318 in New England, it is the perfect place for us to gather and exchange ideas.  
 
This year’s conference theme, “Revolutionizing Learning to Enhance Student Success” speaks to the region’s rich 
academic and historical legacy. It speaks to the work we do both in and outside the classroom, and it speaks to the 
thousands of students who choose Boston and New England as their “college town” (an estimated 152,000 college 
students live in Boston alone!).    
 
Yes, Boston is the perfect place for us to gather, and the elegant Boston Park Plaza Hotel is the perfect place for 
our conference. Located in the upscale Back Bay neighborhood, the hotel is only three miles from Logan Airport, 
two blocks from the “T” (the public transportation system) and steps away from some of Boston’s most iconic 
landmarks:  the Boston Common, the Public Garden, the State House, the Old Granary Burying Ground, tony 
Newbury Street, the Trinity Church of Boston, Copley Square, the original “Cheers” bar, and too many restaurants 
to name. 
 
To help you enjoy this wonderful city we have created exciting tours and special events including a visit to two area 
colleges, Bunker Hill Community College and Suffolk University; a private tour of the Trinity Church of Boston; a 
private tour of Harvard and dinner in Harvard Square; and a private sightseeing Trolley Tour of Boston’s historical 
landmarks with an extended stop at Faneuil Hall Marketplace and Quincy Market.  
 
But the CRLA 2013 excitement is not just outside! We begin on Wednesday with preconference institutes, our All-
Conference Welcome featuring local musical talent, and lots of opportunities to socialize! On Thursday we kick-off 
the day with breakfast at our Opening Session featuring keynote speaker Dr. Randy Swing.  We also have the 
state/region/chapter meetings and our Exhibitor’s Reception and Author’s Book Signings – always a treat! 
 
Friday features our conference General Session and Presidential Address by Melissa Thomas as well as the Lunch 
with a Mentor. Enjoy friendly and informative lunchtime conversation with leaders in our field – just be sure to 
sign-up early as seating is very limited.  Also on Friday we have our Conference Social Hour and our Scholarship 
Awards and Raffle Drawing featuring items donated by colleges, publishers, individuals and associations.  On 
Saturday morning we have our conference Closing Session with keynote speaker Dr. Shane Lopez and our “On To” 
brunch.  And, of course, throughout the conference you will be treated to numerous sessions from some of the 
best known names in higher education as well as many “up and coming” professionals in the field.  
 
New this year we are hosting a special “meet and greet” social hour for new professionals and first-time 
conference attendees in our Hospitality Room on Wednesday night and a special social hour for graduate students 
in our Hospitality Room on Thursday night. 
 
We think you’ll agree that Boston is THE place to gather for CRLA 2013.  There is so much to see and do here and 
our conference team and volunteers are here to help you. Please take advantage of all that the conference and the 
city of Boston have to offer you. We hope you will have as much fun at the conference as we have had putting it 
together.  
 
Your 2013 Conference Team, 
 
Lori Saxby, CRLA President Elect and 2013 Conference Chair 
Roberta Schotka, 2013 On-Site Chair 
Andrea Rowe, CRLA Executive Director 

 

 


